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Nursery Long Term Plan 
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 Autumn 1 

Marvellous Me 

Autumn 2 

Celebrations 

Spring 1 

Fairy Tales 

Spring 2 

Out and About 
(Discover and Explore) 

Summer 1 

Big Beasts, Little Beasts 
(Minibeasts and 

Dinosaurs) 

Summer 2 

Wonderful Water 

Featured Texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Corner 
Texts 

(Topic Related) 

Other Texts: 

 

Peace at Last – Jill  
MurphyKind – Axel 
Scheffler  

The Smeds and the 
Smoos – Julia Donaldson 

Odd Dog Out – Rob 
Biddulph 

The Odd Egg – Emily 
Gravett 

The Skin You Live In – 
Michael J Tyler 

Other Texts: 

The Snowman – 
Raymond Briggs 

Supertato Carnival 
Catastro-pea – Sue 
Hendra 

Little Glow – Katie 
Sahota 

Mog’s Birthday – Judith 
Kerr 

The Christmas Eve Tree 
– Delia Huddy 

Other Texts: 

Winnie’s Midnight 
Dragon – Valerie 
Thomas 

Harry and His Bucketful 
of Dinosaurs – Ian 
Whybrow 

Zog – Julia Donaldson 

How to Catch a Dragon – 
Caryl Hart 

A Little Princess 
Treasury – Tony Ross 

Other Texts: 

Stickman – Julia 
Donaldson 

Fix it Duck – Jez 
Alborough 

Stanley’s Stick – John 
Hegley 

On Sudden Hill – Linda 
Sarah 

Where the Wild Things 
Are – Maurice Sendak 

The Hike – Alison Farrell 

Other Texts: 

The Bad Tempered Lady 
Bird – Eric Carle 

The Very Busy Spider – 
Eric Carle 

What the Ladybird Heard 
– Julia Donaldson 

Supermarket Zoo – Caryl 
Hart 

Grannysaurus – David 
Walliams 

Ten Minutes to Bed Little 
Dinosaur  

Other Texts: 

Commotion in the Ocean 
– Giles Andreae 

Tiddler – Julia 
Donaldson 

Wish for a Fish – Bonnie 
Worth 

Hooray for Fish – Lucy 
Cousins 

Winnie and Wilbur 
Under the Sea – Valerie 
Thomas 



Red A Crayons Story – 
Michael Hall 

A Family is a Family – 
Sarah O’Leary 

The Sneetches and Other 
Stories – Dr Seuss  

Julian is a Mermaid – 
Jessica Love 

Free to be Elephant Me – 
Giles Andreae 

Mince Spies – Mark 
Sperring 

The Rhyming Rabbit – 
Julia Donaldson 

Supertato The Great 
Eggscape – Sue Hendra 

The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea – Judith Kerr 

Happy Birthday to You – 
Dr Seuss 

The Singing Mermaid – 
Julia Donaldson 

Freddie and the Fairy – 
Julia Donaldson 

When a Dragon Comes to 
Stay – Caryl Hart 

Thelma the Unicorn – 
Aaron Blabey 

The Pirates Next Door – 
Jonny Duddle 

The Dinosaur that 
Pooped a Pirate – Tom 
Fletcher 

Room on the Broom – 
Julia Donaldson 

Finding Wild – Megan 
Lloyd 

How to Catch a Star – 
Oliver Jeffers 

The Gruffalo – Julia 
Donaldson 

Three Bears in a Boat – 
David Soman 

Tyrannosaurus Drip – 
Julia Donaldson 

Dinosaurumpus – Tony 
Mitton 

Mad About Minibeasts – 
Giles Andreae 

Aaargh Spider – Lydia 
Monks 

Twist and Hop Minibeast 
Hop – Tony Mirton 

Mister Seahorse – Eric 
Carle 

A House for a Hermit 
Crab – Eric Carle 

Little Penguin Learns to 
Swim – Eilidh Rose 

What the Ladybird Heard 
at the Seaside – Julia 
Donaldson 

Communication 
and Language 

(Prime) 

 

Wow Words: 

● Family 

● Unique 

● Special  

Role play: Home corner- 
babies and family 

Continued singing focus 

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 

Wow Words: 

● Celebrations 

● Birthday  

● Special  

Role play: House of 
celebrations: birthday 
party set up/ Christmas 
at home/ Diwali 

Nativity songs 

Continued singing focus 

Wow Words: 

● Fairy Tale 

● Magical  

● Prince 

● Princess 

Role play: Castle, fairy 
tale cottage, Chinese 
new year celebrations 

Continued singing focus 

Wow Words: 

● Journey 

● Location 

● Destination 

Role play: Bus/ train/ 
plane- using 
imagination to be out 
and about 

Continued singing focus 

Wow Words: 

● Animal  

● Dinosaur 

● Minibeast  

Role play: Vets, 
dinosaur den, florist 

Continued singing focus 

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 

Wow Words: 

● Planet 

● Universe  

● World 

Role play : beach 
shop/Pirate ship 
outside 

Continued singing focus 

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 



familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story.  

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

 

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 
familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story. 

Sing a large repetoire of 
songs.  

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 
familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story. 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

 

Weekly exploration of 
core text – discussing 
stories. 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 
familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story. 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 
familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story. 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

 

Know many rhymes, be 
able to talk about 
familiar books and be 
able to tell a long story. 

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens.  

 

Continual Focus: 

● Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.  

● Use a wider range of vocabulary.  

● Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “get your coat and wait at the door”.  

● Understand why questions, like: “why do you think the caterpilar got so fat?” 

● Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’ or ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 

● Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: some sounds (r,j,th,ch, and sh); multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’ or ‘hippopotamus”.  

● Use longer sentences of four to six words.  

● Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or friend, using words as well as actions.  

● Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 

● Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “let’s go on a bus…you sit there…I’ll be the driver”.  

Health and Wellbeing Locomotion – Walking Gymnastics – High, low, 
over and under 

Ball Skills – Feet Dance – Dinosaurs Athletics 



Physical 
Development 

(Prime) 

Scheme: 
Complete PE 

 

● Understanding 
how to increase 
your heart rate.  

● Notice a change 
to your 
heartbeat.  

● Listening to 
instructions.  

● Following rules.  

● Understand the 
job your lungs 
do.  

● Moving into 
spaces whilst 
avoiding others. 

● Experiment with 
moving in 
different ways 

● Adjust speed 
and change 
direction. 

● Travelling with 
confidence and 
purpose. 

Continue to develop their 
movement, balancing, 
riding (scooters, bikes 
and trikes) and ball skills 

● Experiment with 
moving in 
different ways. 

● Can you move 
high, low, over 
and under? 

● Can you think of 
your own ways 
to move? 

● Using apparatus 
to explore over 
and under. 

● Jump and land 
from low 
apparatus. 

Match their developing 
physical skills to tasks 
and activities in the 
setting. For example, 
deciding whether to 
crawl, walk or run across 
a plank, depending on 
length and width.  

Go up steps, or climb 
apparatus, using 
alternate feet.  

● Explore kicking 
a ball with 
increasing 
control 

● Finding a 
dominant foot 

● Finding and 
using empty 
space –avoiding 
busy spaces 

● Using different 
parts of your 
feet. 

● Being a team 
player. 

Continue to develop their 
movement, balancing, 
riding (scooters, bikes 
and trikes) and ball 
skills.  

● Experiment with 
moving in 
different ways.  

● Can you use big 
movements? 

● Travel with 
confidence and 
control.  

● Watch and listen 
to the ideas of 
others.  

Increasingly be able to 
use and remember 
sequences and patterns of 
movements which are 
related to music and 
rhythm.  

Skip, hope and hold a 
pose for a game like 
musical statues.  

● Sports day 
activities 
practise 

● Sports day races 
practise 

● Taking part in 
team games 

● Working as a 
team 

Start taking part in some 
group activities which 
they make up for 
themselves, or in teams. 

 

Fine Motor: 

Continual fine motor skill focus through weekly fine motor activity and daily dough gym.  

Provide opportunities for use of small tools e.g. scissors, pencils, paint brushes and tweezers. 



Begin to look at pincer grips and single letter writing.  

Provide opportunities for mark making with specific shapes e.g. spirals, zigzags, lines and crosses as well opportunities for colouring within lines and free writing. 

Encourage correct use of cutlery.  

 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. 

Show a preference for a dominant hand.  

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting on coats and doing up zips.  

Continual Focus: 

● Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, bikes and trikes) and ball skills 

● Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. 

● Choose the right resources to carry out their plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.  

● Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.  

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
(prime) 

 

Scheme:  

Jigsaw (PSED) 

Bexley Agreed 
Syllabus for RE 

 

Jigsaw – Being Me in 
My World. 

● Class rules 

● Behaviour 
policy – traffic 
light system 

● Who am I? – 
What makes me 
special? 

● What do I look 
like? 

● Classroom 
routines 

Jigsaw – Celebrating 
Differences 

● What makes us 
different? 

● What makes a 
family? 

● Family trees 

● Our cultures and 
beliefs – what 
do we celebrate? 

 
Develop their sense of 
responsibility and 

Jigsaw – Dreams and 
Goals 

● What is a dream 
or goal? 

● What is my 
dream? 

● What do I want 
to be when I 
grow up? 

● Garden of goals 
and dreams. 

 
RE Focus: 

Jigsaw – Healthy Me 

● What do I need 
to keep safe 
when I’m out 
and about? 

● Road safety, 
stranger danger, 
appropriate 
clothing e.g. 
coats, making 
safe choices.  

 
Be increasingly 
independent in meeting 
their own care needs, e.g. 

Jigsaw – Relationships 

● Making friends 

● Being a good 
friendship 

● Helping others 

● Building 
relationships 

● Kind choices 

● How can we be 
kind? 

 
Talk with others to solve 
conflict.  

Jigsaw – Changing Me 

● What changes 
have happened 
in my life? 

● What changes 
might happen in 
the future? 

● How have I 
changed? E.g. 
baby to now.  

● How will I 
change in the 
future? 



● Self-care – using 
the toilet, 
wearing a coat, 
blowing your 
nose 

 
Increasingly follow rules, 
understanding why they 
are important. 
 
Remember appropriate 
rules without needing an 
adult to remind them. 
 
Talk with others about 
their feelings using words 
like ‘happy’, ‘sad’ or 
‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
 
RE Focus: 
Being special: where do 
we belong? 
 
 

membership of a 
community.  
 
RE Focus: 
Which times are special 
and why? 

Which stories are special 
and why? 

brushing teeth, using the 
toilet, washing and 
drying their hands 
thoroughly.  
 
Make healthy choices 
about food, drink, activity 
and tooth brushing.  
 
RE Focus: 
What is special about our 
world? 

 
Develop appropriate 
ways of being assertive.  
 
Understand gradually 
how others might be 
feeling. 
 
 
 
 
RE Focus: 
Which people are special 
and why? 

● What can I do 
now that I 
couldn’t before? 

 
RE Focus: 
Which places are special 
and why? 

Continual Focus: 

● Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them.  

● Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.  

● Show more confidence in new social situations.  

● Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.  

● Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. 
 

Literacy 
(Specific) 

 

Recognising name, 
effective pencil grip & 
control 

Recognising name, 
effective pencil grip & 
control 

Forming some letters  

Name writing – Can you 
write the initial letter? 

Copying and tracing 
name. 

Name writing.  

Single letter sound 
writing.  

Name writing.  

Single letter sound 
writing.  



Scheme: Jolly 
Phonics  
 
Supported by 
Letters and 
Sounds for early 
phonetic 
knowledge.  

Understanding texts have 
meaning.  

What do we use books 
for? 

Naming the different 
parts of a book.  

Letters and Sounds 
Focus: Phase 1 :1 - 
Environmental Sounds 

Understand the five key 
concepts about print: 

● Print has 
meaning.  

● Print can have 
different 
purposes.  

● We read English 
text from left to 
right and from 
top to bottom.  

● The names of the 
different parts of 
a book.  

● Page 
sequencing.  

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

Letters & Sounds Focus: 
Phase 1 :2 – Instrumental 
Sounds 

Recap what books are, 
their different parts and 
how we can use them.  

Explore and discuss 
stories.  

Engage in extended 
conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary.  

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

Recognise words with the 
same initial sound such 
as money or mother. 

Letters and Sounds 
Focus: Phase 1 :3- Body 
Percussion 

START: Jolly Phonics – 
one single letter sound 
per week.  

S A T P I  

Write some letters 
accurately. 

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

Recognise words with the 
same initial sound such 
as money or mother. 

Single letter sound 
writing. 

Letters and Sounds 
Focus: Phase 1 :4 – 
Rhythm and Rhyme 

Jolly Phonics – N CK E 
H R M 

Write some letters 
accurately. 

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

Recognise words with the 
same initial sound such 
as money or mother. 

Letters and Sounds 
Focus: Phase 1 :5/6 – 
Alliteration & Voice 
Sounds 

Jolly Phonics – D G O U 
L F 

Write some letters 
accurately. 

Write some or all of their 
name.  

Use some of their print 
and letter knowledge in 
their early writing. For 
example: writing a 
pretend shopping list that 
starts at the top of the 
page. Writing ‘m’ for 
mummy.  

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

Recognise words with the 
same initial sound such 
as money or mother. 

Letters and Sounds 
Focus: Phase 1 :6/7 –
Voice Sounds & Oral 
Blending & Segmenting. 

Jolly Phonics – B J Z W 
V Y X 

Write some letters 
accurately. 

Write some or all of their 
name.  

Use some of their print 
and letter knowledge in 
their early writing. For 
example: writing a 
pretend shopping list that 
starts at the top of the 
page. Writing ‘m’ for 
mummy.  

Develop their 
phonological awareness, 
so that they can: 

● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

Recognise words with the 
same initial sound such 
as money or mother. 



● Spot and suggest 
rhymes. 

● Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word.  

● Recognise words 
with the same 
initial sound 
such as money 
or mother. 

  

Maths 

(Specific) 

Scheme: White 
Rose Maths 

Supported by: 
Numberblocks 

Reciting, counting and 
conserving to five and 
beyond.  

Number composition and 
comparing numbers.  

Subitising.  

Colour recognition (link 
to Elmer) 

 

Develop fast recognition 
of up to 3 objetcs, without 
having to count them 
individually (subitising).  

Recite numbers past five.  

Say one number for each 
item in orde:1,2,3,4,5.  

Know that the last 
number reached when 
counting a small set of 

2D and 3D shapes.  

Shape hunt and exploring 
shapes in the real world.  

Using language to 
describe shapes. 

Days of the week/months 
of the year.  

Sequencing.  

 

Talk about and explore 
2D and 3D shapes (for 
example, circles, 
rectangles, triangles and 
cuboids) using informal 
and mathematical 
language: sides, corners, 
straight, flat, round.  

Being to describe a 
sequence of events, real 

Reciting, counting and 
conserving to ten and 
beyond.  

Number formation and 
recognition.  

Solving maths problems 
with numbers to five. 

More than/fewer than.  

 

Experiment with their 
own symbols and marks 
as well as numerals.  

Solve real world 
mathematical problems 
with numbers up to 5.  

Compare quantities using 
language: ‘more than’, 
‘fewer than’. 

Describing and 
sequencing a route. 

Using mathematical 
language to describe a 
journey.  

Exploring length, weight 
and capacity.  

Comparing, ordering and 
sorting objects relating to 
their size.  

 

Understand position 
through words alone – 
for example “the bag is 
under the table”, - with 
no pointing.  

Describe a familiar 
route.  

 Recap shapes.  

Using shape for a 
purpose.  

Transposing and 
combining shapes.  

Repeating patterns and 
continuing patterns. 

 

Select shapes 
appropriately: flat 
surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a 
roof etc.  

Combine shapes to make 
new ones – an arch, a 
bigger triangle etc.  

Talk about and identify 
the patterns around them. 
For example: stripes on 

Recap all number 
knowledge: 

Reciting, counting and 
conserving to ten and 
beyond.  

Number formation and 
recognition to ten and 
beyond. 

Solving maths problems 
with numbers to ten.  

More than/fewer than.  

 

Experiment with their 
own symbols and marks 
as well as numerals.  

Solve real world 
mathematical problems 
with numbers up to 5.  



objects tells you how 
many there are in total 
(cardinal principle). 

Show ‘finger numbers’ 
up to five.  

Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right number 
of objects to match the 
numeral, up to 5.  

or fictional using words 
such as ‘first’, ‘then’… 

Discuss routes and 
locations, using words 
like “in front of” and 
“behind”.  

Make comparisons 
between objects relating 
to size, length, weight 
and capacity.  

clothes, designs on rugs 
and wallpaper. Use 
informal language like 
‘pointy’, spotty’ and 
‘blobs’ etc.  

Extend and create ABAB 
pattern.  

Notice and correct an 
error in repeating 
patterns. 

Compare quantities using 
language: ‘more than’, 
‘fewer than’. 

Understanding 
the World 

(Specific) 

Senses – My face- name 
five senses and explores 
these. (science) 

My family, who I live 
with. (history) 

Continue developing 
positive attitudes about 
the differences between 
people.  

Begin to make-sense of 
their own life story and 
family’s history. 

Wellie Walk/Listening 
walk in school 
(geography) 

Talk about what they see 
using a wide vocabulary.  

Cutting- introducing 
scissors and their safety- 

Light, dark and shadows / 
Fireworks / Guy Fawkes 
(Nov 5th) (science) 

Day & night, ordering 
events (history) 

Local walk (Santa letter 
posting):- Features of the 
area. (geography) 

Looking at local weather 
and where Santa lives. 
(geography) 

Cooking – Spread, 
Sprinkle: iced 
gingerbread biscuits. 
(DT) 

Designing a bauble for 
Santa’s tree (DT) 

Planting – life cycles and 
growth 

Magnets (science) 

Explore and talk about 
different forces they can 
feel.  

My family- looking at 
older and younger 
generation 
differences/similarities 
(history) 

Environmental materials– 
What things look and feel 
like (geography/science) 

Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties. 

Talk about the 
differences between 
materials and changes 
they notice.  

Ordering and map work 
(geography) 

Places & journeys / 
transport (history) 

People who help us – 
police, nurses, etc 

Show interest in different 
occupations. 

Where I live – My 
Address, simple maps 
(geography) 

Weather (science) 

Know that there are 
different countries in the 
world and talk about the 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos.  

Naming Creatures & 
Habitats (science) 

Dinosaurs (history) 

Habitats (mini-
beasts/nursery 
garden/pond/orchard) 
(geography) 

Understand the key 
features of the life cycle 
of a plant and an animal. 

Cooking –Stir, Pour, 
spread: making meringue 
and decorating it with 
choice of toppings (DT) 

Threading to make a 
caterpillar (DT) 

Floating & Sinking / 
Water & ice (science) 

Famous people – 
Olympic Heroes- link to 
Sports Day. (history) 

World environments  
(deserts, polar caps) ) 
(geography) 

Cooking – cut, stir, pour- 
make our own ice lollies. 
(DT) 

Threading our own 
rainbow fish (DT) 



how to hold and snip then 
cut (DT) 

Cooking- Looking at 
hygiene- washing hands, 
keeping fingers out of 
mouths and trying to use 
knives and forks. (DT) 

Plant seeds and care for 
growing objects. 

 

Cooking –Stir, pour, cut- 
magical fruit/veg potions 
(DT) 

3D Construction- junk 
modelling castle for their 
princess created. (DT) 

Explore how things work. 

 

Cooking – Pour, mix, 
spread: Rice Crispy cakes 
(Easter Nest) (DT) 

Moving wheels- looking 
at the best shape to use. 
Joining construction to 
make a vehicle (DT) 

Forest School I can change myself and 
know where to get my 
wellie boots. 

Autumn activities :tour, 
introduce digging pit, 
water painting, mud 
kitchen, climbing each 
week. 

I can recite and follow 
the rules of Forest school. 

Autumn activities: Rules 
reminder, shadows, 
fireworks, pumpkins, 
hedgehogs, 
environmental noises, 
leaves 

I can join in the song and 
know how to keep 
warm/cool. 

Winter activities Rules 
reminder, SENSES: 
Touch, smell, see, hear, 
taste (Hot chocolate) 

I can talk about the 
changes in my 
environment. 

Spring activities Rules 
reminders, maps, 
weather, moving reels, 
make a seesaw, Bear hunt 

I can treat creatures and 
my environment with 
respect. 

Summer activities: Well-
being cloud watching, 
Mini beasts: where are 
they? Mini beasts: 
Identification, World Bee 
Day 20th May- look for 
bees and build a bee, 
Dinosaurs: hide 
dinosaurs, Butterflies- 
hungry caterpillar 

I can understand the 
importance of water and 
why we shouldn’t waste 
it. 

Summer activities ; 
Environments: Land art- 
Noah’s Ark, Looking 
after the world, The 
importance of water at 
Forest school, water 
wastage, Keep our Forest 
tidy- get ready for the 
Summer 

Forest School Continual Focus:  

● Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

● Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

● Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 



Expressive Arts 
and Design 

(Specific) 

 

Scheme: 
Charanga 
(music) 

Focus Artist: LS 
LOWRY, English 

painter. 

Additional Artist : Dana 
Gordon, American 
abstract artist  

Art focus : Drawing 

(experiment with form 
link to Lowri stick 
man) 

Create closed shapes 
with continuous 
lines, and begin to 
use these shapes to 
represent objects. 

Drawing with increasing 
complexity and 
detail such as 
representing a face 
with a circle and 
including details. 

Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement 
or loud noise. 

 

Focus 

Composer:DEBUS
SY 

Artist : Frank Bowling, 
Guyana-born British 
artist, abstract 
expressionism, colour 
field painting  

Art focus: Painting 
(colour exploration 
and copying 
Bowling’s colour 
field painting)   

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Explore colour and 
colour mixing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music focus: Nativity 
Performance songs and 

Focus Composer: PAUL 
DUKAS  

 

Artist: Emily  Kame 
Kngwarreye – Aboriginal 
artist, Earth’s creation. 

Art focus: 
Painting/Printing (colour 
and techniques- using 
different materials to 
print patterns like Emily 
Kame) 

Show different emotions 
in their drawings and 
paintings, like happiness, 
sadness, fear etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

Music focus: Exploring 
sounds using musical 
instruments. 

Play instruments with 
increasing control to 

Focus Composer: 
VIVALDI (four 

seasons) 

 

 

 

Artist: Jun Kaneko, 
Japanese ceramics artist. 

Art focus: 3D sculpture / 
clay work, (focus on tools 
& techniques, form and 
function) 

EASTER CARDS 

Explore different 
materials freely, to 
develop their ideas about 
how to use them and 
what to make.  

Develop their own ideas 
and then decide which 
materials to use to 
express them. 

Join different materials 
and  explore different 
textures.  

Focus Artist: HENRI 
MATISSE / ERIC 
CARLE  

(focus on animal & 
human forms) 

Art focus: Collage  & 
Textiles( experiment with 
texture, design, materials 
and techniques ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music focus: finding 
rhythm & beat. Using 
dancing to copy pitch 

Focus Artist: CLAUDE 
MONET, French painter 
– waterlilies (focus on 
flower painting) 

Art focus: Painting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music focus: Singing 
songs for leavers – 
following pitch and 
melodic shape. 



Music focus: Nursery 
Rhymes and Action 
Rhymes 

Listen with increased 
attention to sounds.  

Respond to what they 
have heard, expressing 
their thoughts and 
feelings. 

traditional seasonal 
songs. 

Remember and sing 
entire songs. 

Sing the melodic shape 
(moving melody, such as 
up and down, down and 
up) of familiar songs. 

 

express their feelings and 
ideas. 

 

Music focus: Composing 
music using instruments. 
Create songs or 
improvise with 
instruments to familiar 
songs. 

Create their own songs 
or improvise around one 
they know. 

Sing the pitch of a tone 
sung by another person 
(pitch match). 

. 

Continual Focus: 

● Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar.  

● Being to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. 

● Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 

Termly Target I can use the toilet by 
myself. 

I can take off and put on 
my coat. 

I can put on my shoes 
and socks. 

I can count up to ten. I can write my name. I can be a team player. 

Trips and 
Visitors 

● School tour 

● Wellie walk to 
introduce Forest 
school 

● Mr Hemley 
story- Head 
teacher 
introduction 

● Parent stay and 
play 

● Local walk to 
post box with 
letters for Santa 

● Nativity 
performance 

 

● Fairy-tale dress 
up day in school 

● Miss Leyla 
dance visit 

● Local walk to 
watch the trains 
on the bridge 

● Bear hunt in 
Forest school 

● Hall Place visit 
with parents- 
optional 
butterfly house 

● Miss Leyla 
dance visit 

● Parent and child 
trip to 
Woodlands 
Farm 

● Zoo day in 
school 

● Parents stay and 
play at Forest 
school? 

● National 
Maritime 
Museum with 
parents. 

● Splash Island 
water day 

● Sports day - 
parents invited 

● Leavers 
Presentation - 
parents invited 



Key Events Heritage Day 
Equality week / black 

history 
European Day of 

Languages  

Remembrance Day 
PSHE Anti bullying / 
equality week 
Decorations day 
Nativity 
St Andrew’s Day 

Safer Internet day  
Chinese New Year 
St Valentine’s Day 
 

Book Week 
St David’s Day 
St Patrick’s Day 
 

St Georges Day 
 

Sports day 
Summer leavers 
celebration 

 

Italics = Development Matters Statements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nursery Statements 

Communication 
and Language 

(Prime) 

 

• Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 
• Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult. 
• Use a wider range of vocabulary. 
• Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 
• Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” 
• Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 
• Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 
• Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh; multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’ 
• Use longer sentences of four to six words. 
• Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
• Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 
• Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 

Physical 
Development 

(Prime) 

• Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
• Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. 
• Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. 
• Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. 
• Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams. 
• Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. 
• Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its 
length and width. 
• Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel. 
• Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 
• Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. 
• Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. 
• Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
• Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 
 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

(Prime) 

 

• Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. 
• Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 
• Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting. 
• Show more confidence in new social situations. 
• Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. 



• Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. 
• Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 
• Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them. 
• Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 
• Talk with others to solve conflicts. 
• Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
• Understand gradually how others might be feeling. 
• Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 
• Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing. 

Literacy 
(Specific) 

  

• Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning; print can have different purposes; we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the 
names of the different parts of a book; page sequencing. 
• Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with the same initial sound, such as 
money and mother. 
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 
• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for 
mummy. 
• Write some or all of their name. 

• Write some letters accurately. 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
(Specific) 

 

• Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). 
• Recite numbers past 5. 
• Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
• Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 
• Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
• Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 
• Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
• Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. 
• Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 



• Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
• Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 
• Describe a familiar route. 
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
• Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity. 
• Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a roof etc. 
• Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc. 
• Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ 
etc. 
• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 
• Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 
• Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
the World 
(Specific) 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 
• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
• Show interest in different occupations. 
• Explore how things work. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
• Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 
• Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 



Expressive Arts 
and Design 

(Specific) 

 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 
• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
• Show interest in different occupations. 
• Explore how things work. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
• Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 
• Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

 


