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Dear Parents/Carers,  

We wanted to provide some more information and clarity about the structure of our book 

bands in KS2. At the end of Year 2, children are assessed on their phonics ability and this will 

support children as they move into Year 3. Some children may require staying on Jolly Phonics 

reading books to continue to provide books that are suitable for their reading level.  

Once they have progressed through the Jolly Phonics books they will move onto the KS2 Book 

Bands. The structure of our book bands are shown here where they are split into colours and 

levels.  

These are aimed at children making the expected progress through the progression of the 

colours. Teachers use summative reading assessments and teacher assessments to inform the 

children’s Book Band colour to read. It is important to know that ongoing formative reading 

assessments are used to establish which level children are reading at and whether they need 

to move up to the next level to maintain the right level of challenge. Children progress 

through the banded colours as they gain confidence and show evidence of an understanding 

of a range of books within the band that they are reading in. Children need to develop their 

fluency in reading as well as their comprehension of the texts they are reading.  Because of 

the breadth of choice available in each colour band, they should be able to find books that 

appeal to them at each stage and teachers will need to see they have read a range of books 

within a band as well before moving on.  

To support children’s 

comprehension and understanding 

of the book, children are required 

to complete the reading activities in 

their reading journal. When 

children have finished reading a 

book, they need to complete a task 

from each section to show their 

understanding of the book and after 

showing this to their teacher; they 

will be able to choose a new book 

from the same band. This supports 

the formative assessment of their 

reading and comprehension. 

Miss Winter 

English Coordinator 

Book Band Colour 

and Levels 

9 Gold 

10 White 

11 Lime 

12 – Brown  

13 – Grey  

14 Dark Blue 

15 Dark Red 

16 Black 

17 – Black Plus 

(grey and black 

stickers) 


